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Gardena Valley Baptist Church 

Dear Family: 

I had lunch the other day with Rev. Takeshi Takazawa, 
and we spent a long time talking about the state of the 
church in Japan and the state of  the church in America. 
Takeshi is with an organization called Asian Access (old 
name — Scrum Dendo and Life Ministries). Takeshi has 
been in the U.S. since 2009 and will return to Japan in 
2013. We talked about how the church in Japan and the 
U.S. are similar. There is this focus on knowledge, but 

we see little transformation. He shared with me how in Japan, it sort of sets 
itself  up for that by three words translated f rom English to Japanese 
characters. The word for church is made up of  2 characters meaning 
“assembly” and “teaching”. The word for pastor is translated “teacher — one 
who has mastered their subject”. The word for “a follower of  Jesus” is “shin 
to” meaning “believing” and “student”. The emphasis is Christianity being a 
school, or a philosophy, with knowledge being the focus.  

Just because we know something does not mean we believe it and just 
because we believe something does not mean we are committed to it. Just 
because we are committed to something does not mean that we are 
transformed. 

When Jesus talked to Nicodemus he said, “You must be born again”. To me 
this means you must be transformed into something you were not 
previously. Therefore, following Jesus should make a difference in the life I 
live, the goals I have, the purpose I live for, the relationships I make and who 
I live to represent. Are we seeing this? Why not? 

I do not have all the answers, but I think that discipleship needs to focus on 
three parts: our heart, our heads, and our hands. I believe that we must 
focus on loving God above all. Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 

strength”. The word “love” here is “agapao” – which is the commitment of 
devotion that is directed by the will and can be commanded as a duty. It 
emphasizes self -sacrif ice.  

So how do we know if  we love God? How do we know if  we love God more 
than ourselves? The Pharisees of Jesus’ time said that you would know by 
the laws you keep or the religious rituals you performed. But Jesus said to 
test your heart. Test what motivates you. Test who you are willing to 
sacrif ice for. Test what brings you love, joy, peace and hope.  

Live to love God! 

His child, 
Pastor Steve 
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The following nominees were elected to the Board of Deacons, during our Annual Election Meeting held 
on Sunday, November 11, 2012: 

Treasurer   3 year term   Wesley Harada 
Assistant Treasurer  1 year term   Silvio Carrara 
Church Clerk   3 year term   Ashley Donald 
Member-at-Large  1 year term   Jerry Sunada 
Member-at-Large  2 year term   Yoshihiko “Yosh” Amano 
Member-at-Large  3 year term   Eltheia Shiozaki 
Member-at-Large  3 year term   Travis “TJ” Yee 

Congratulations to all our newly elected officers. 

ELECTION RESULTS FROM OUR 

ANNUAL ELECTION MEETING 

At the November meeting of  your Board of  
Deacons, Cindy Matsuda, Chair of  the 
Evangelism Committee, discussed its many 
activities. The Pat Zukeran apologetics 
seminars, held this past summer, were helpful 
to people. The committee manages the Sunday 
morning greeters, the Guest Center, and 
convalescent home ministry. Such opportunities 
encourage people to step out of their comfort zones 
to reach out to others. Through the Guest Center 
ministry, the committee has observed more visitors 
are coming to GVBC. 

The committee sponsored a “Map Your 
Neighborhood” workshop and “The Great Shakeout” 
as outreach events. At its Gardena Heritage Festival 
booth, some members learned how to make balloon 
animals for children which attracted more people than 
other booths. Photo murals at the booth gave a good 
representation of  what GVBC is about. 

The committee team members have grown and taken 
on more leadership roles. Cindy sees people 
becoming more courageous in sharing their faith with 
nonbelievers. One of  the ways they are doing this is 
through “Matthew” parties, similar to an international 
food party. At a recent party, 13 of the 16 guests were 
nonbelievers. 

For next year, the committee plans more evangelism 
training. It will also emphasize reaching out to the 
community by passing out f lyers before events take 
place because of  the importance of making personal 
connections.  

Cindy also submitted a proposal to collect sock 
donations which the committee can distribute at the  
St. John’s Food Ministry where GVBC has a guest 
center. Your Board approved this proposal. 

Pastor Steve Langley reported the Harvest Festival 
held on October 31 saw 443 children in attendance 
which 79% of  them were not f rom GVBC. This high 

lights the effectiveness of this event in reaching 
out to the community. He also reported the 
Urbana Silent Auction generated about $10,000 
to support those who are attending the Urbana 
Missions Conference f rom December 26 to 
January 1. 

James Kawashima, Treasurer, reported the 
October revenue was $98,622, below the 

$117,402 received in October 2011. However, it was 
noted there were f ive Sundays in October of last year as 
compared to only four Sundays this year. 

A new area of  concern, is the decline in Nehemiah 4 
receipts which we have seen starting in June of this 
year. While May saw $40,452 in receipts, June saw only 
$32,420. In October, the receipts dropped to $24,546, 
the smallest the church has received. About $27,000 is 
needed for the monthly mortgage payment. Although 
the cumulative amount received still exceeds the 
cumulative amount needed, your Board will continue to 
monitor the situation to see if the trend continues. 
Please keep this matter in prayer. 

Your Board also shared its concern over how recent 
changes with pastoral staff  are placing a heavier burden 
upon Pastor Steve and the staff . We discussed different 
ideas which might be adopted in the next few months to 
help ease this burden. One immediate action taken by 
the Board was approving the use of  funds budgeted in 
the Associate Pastor line item (formerly used to pay the 
now retired Pastor Ron Matsuda) to pay for guest 
speakers who might be brought in to give the message 
during service. This would help f ree up Pastor Steve to 
focus on other tasks which require more immediate 
attention, such as f inding and hiring the right person to 
succeed Linda Matsuda as Early Childhood Director. 
Please pray for our Lord to raise up the right person for 
this job. 

Until next month . . . 

NOVEMBER BOARD REPORT 
BY DAVID CHENG, MODERATOR 
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“He (Jesus) told them, ‘The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’” — Luke 10:2 

Praise God for an awesome evening at this year’s Harvest Festival!  Thank 
you to 160 GVBC volunteers who welcomed 443 children and their 
families. There were 249 families who came and incredibly 191 of  them 
were not regular attenders of our church. 

It’s so amazing because most of these families were invited by f riends who 
attend our church. Yet, quite a number of  families commented, they came 
because they saw the banner in f ront of the church, including employees 
f rom Union Bank and our neighbors. We also had families who visited f rom 
30 different churches. 

I just love watching our youth interact with all the children, helping 
them to play the games and making sure they are having fun. 
When you think about the dark and evil connotations of  
Halloween, what an awesome opportunity for our church to 
provide a welcoming, safe environment for families as well as 
extend the love of God to them. 

This was an evening which one cannot help but give glory to God 
and thank Him for His goodness. The Holy Spirit moved in 
bringing unity among our church family to embrace and love our 
community. We raised $1,200 f rom 
the food sales which supports our 

children’s camp scholarships. Also, 15 
families received clothes f rom our Kid’s 
Closet. All the children lef t happy with lots of  
candy, donated generously by the 
congregation. 

Our goal was 22,000 pieces of  candy and you 
gave 24,804 pieces. We are also grateful to 
Dr. Wayne Tofukuji who graciously donated 
the toothbrushes and toothpaste to 

counteract the effects of all 
the candy. It is my hope 
children and families f rom 
our community know we 
really care about them and 
we want to continue to see 
them, not only on holidays, 
but also their children 
come to our church and 
get to know Jesus as their 
loving Savior and Lord. 

I personally want to thank this year’s core 
team of  Lillian Higashi, Mae Kuratani and 
Joanne Morimoto whose love and sacrif ice 
made the Harvest Festival such a blessing for 
others. 

Susan Wakuta 
Children’s Elementary Director 
Cross references: 
Luke 10:2 : Matthew 9:37, 38; John 4:35 

THE HARVEST IS PLENTIFUL 

2012 HARVEST FESTIVAL 

BY SUSAN WAKUTA, ELEMENTARY CHILDREN’S DIRECTORY 

PHOTOS BY SILVIO CARRARA 
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OUR MISSION FIELD 

Sheryl Silzer Wycliffe Bible Translators 

“Thank you or your prayers and support that enable me to continue my ministry,” writes 
Sheryl. In October, Sheryl attended a board meeting at the Carey International 
University in L.A., then headed to New Zealand (NZ) and on to Australia. She visited 
two NZ mission training schools, discussing the possibility of  returning in 2013 to teach 
a course using her workshop materials. Sheryl would also like to train her contact there 
to be a facilitator. In Australia, Sheryl met with Wycliffe team leaders who work in the 

Pacif ic area. They worked through plans for the next three years. On November 8, Sheryl returned 
home, then attended the ETS conference in Milwaukee f rom November 14-16. 

Tommy Dyo, Campus Crusade for Christ, Epic 

“I truly receive so many blessings f rom the work I do that I would do it for f ree!” writes 
Tommy. In early  October, Tommy attended the Southeast Asian Leadership Summit 
(SEALS) in Chicago. There were over 200 leaders f rom all over the U.S. The mission of  the 
conference was to “Encourage, Develop, Mobilize, Southeast Asian Americans within 
Christian ministries.” The conference was a beautiful picture of  how Jesus redeems cultures 
and embraces diversity. 

Among the Southeast Asian groups who attended were Cambodian, Hmong, Lao, Mien, Thai, and 
Vietnamese. All of them were bilingual and bi-cultural. Most of  the emerging leaders were born in a 
refugee camp or f led their native country at an early age. What was most touching for Tommy to see 
were leaders in their traditional dress, bowing before the altar at the service to receive communion with 
elements used in their countries. Sticky rice, sweet breads, and rice crackers made up the bread 
elements for the different Southeast Asian groups. Tea, lychee, and passion f ruit juice made up the wine 
elements.  

Later in October, Tommy attended the Epic Movement's East Coast Fall Retreat in central 
Pennsylvania. About 120 students f rom Penn State, George Mason, Georgetown, and Buffalo attended. 
Tommy felt privileged to pray with two students who wanted to follow Jesus Christ as their Lord and 
Savior. One student was a Japanese national who had only been in the U.S. for a month. "Please pray 
for the two students that I prayed with to mature and grow in their faith and understanding of  the Lord," 
writes Tommy. 

Jim & Leta Van Meter, Paraclete Mission Group 

Leta partnered with Kathie Carlson, who served 20 years in southern Africa with OC 
International, to lead the two 2012 intermission women’s retreats in the Philippines. At 
the conferences, over 80 women, nine different mission agencies and seven different 
countries were represented. “Dear GVBC Family, bless and thank you for the special 
gracious gift you gave toward this project,” writes Leta. 

Ken & Diane Kudo, Overseas Crusade Sao Paulo, Brazil 

In November, the Kudos helped host the annual missions conference at their church. In 
the midst of  evangelizing the unreached in Sao Paulo, Ken and Diane disciple them with 
some of these converts eventually being sent as cross-cultural missionaries to Asia. At 
the conference, "MG", a renowned surgeon, was the main speaker. MG has a heart for 
the lost, especially those living in the restricted countries of  Asia. When MG became a 
Christian, he went through a "trial by f ire." He fully adapted to his new life in Christ, 

rejecting his Asian family's pagan rituals. Through MG's life, he is opening his family's and f riends' eyes 
to renounce the same ancient rituals and accept God's gif t of salvation, Jesus Christ. "Please pray for 
MG and the Asians who have 'let the light shine' so that we too, f rom Sao Paulo, can add to the f ire's 
intensity over in Asia," writes Ken. 

Thank you for keeping the Kudos, Van Meters, Tommy Dyo, Sheryl Silzer, and all our missionaries in 
your prayers. 
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Letters to our church family 

� To our GVBC Family, Thank you so very much for the beautiful f lowers sent to me during my stay at 

the hospital for my surgery and for Sam’s recent stay in the hospital. We appreciate Pastor James 
Chang’s visit and prayers with us. We have a daily caregiver now to care for Sam so it really has 
helped me a lot. I’m recovering well in the two months since my surgery. I praise God for His loving 
care of us, especially during our major health care. Thank you for your prayers. In Christ’s love, Sam 
& Helene Shimane 

� Dear GVBC Families, Our hearts are f illed with gratitude for all the love and support shown to us at 

the sudden home going of our dad and Grandpa, Sumio Hirano. He was a very special man and we 
will forever be impacted by his life. With the same spirit of  generosity that Dad lived his life, 
donations have been made to: Charity Water, Japan Relief  Efforts and Gardena Homeless Services 
in his memory. Thank you for the beautiful f loral spray and the use of the facilities for Dad’s service 
and luncheon af terward. Love, Ken & Jody Komae, Mark & Lynn Hirano, Darin & Julie Lam, Dai Sup 
& Jill Han and families 

� Dear Friends: On behalf  of  the City of  Gardena, we would like to extend our sincere thanks for your 

October 2012 donation of 25 bags of food and $500 [f rom our LOVE fund] to our emergency food 
pantry. Thank you for caring about others in your community. Together we can continue in our 
mission to try to keep up with the increasing needs of struggling families and individuals in our 
community during these tough economic times. Sincerely, James Kimmons, Recreation & Human 
Services Dept. Supervisor, by Susie Santana, Recreation Coordinator 

U.S. Relief: Hurricane Sandy 

Report 

Thank you for your generous donations to help the 
victims of Hurricane Sandy. 

We were able to mail a check of  approximately 
$3,000 off to Samaritan’s Purse who are there 
helping the victims with tents, food, water, clothes, 
etc. 

The good news is, we will continue to collect for 
Hurricane Sandy through November and more is still 
coming in at press time. 

The victims of Hurricane Sandy THANK YOU for all 

Wanted: Medical Volunteers 

As our congregation ages, we have more medical 
emergencies during Sunday service. Pastor Steve 
wants to identify all GVBC medical personnel who 
are willing to be available, during Sunday services 
and other events held at GVBC, for triage. Triage 
would include giving f irst aid, calling 911, and 
waiting with the person until the paramedics arrive. 

If  this is something you are willing to do, please 
email Teresa Matsushima at 
treesaw47@gmail.com with your name and 
medical title and experience. God bless you for 
your service. Teresa Matsushima 

Christmas Child Gift Boxes 

Linda Hayashi reported, we collected well over 500 Christmas Child gift boxes for our 
annual Samaritan’s Purse shoebox drive. There were approximately 443 counted f rom 
the f irst and second worship services, including the Nichigo service and KidZone. This 
total does not count the boxes f rom our youth, which they are still working on at press 
time. Thank you all for your faithful giving to help make a child’s Christmas joyful as 
well as spread the Good News. 

FAMILY NEWS 
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CONTACT: office (310) 323-5683. 
EMAIL: gvbc@gvbc.net [put your event in 
the subject line]. You can also contact event 
leaders directly. 

WEBSITE: www.gvbc.net 
 
� Bible Basics 

Sundays f rom present to December 9, during second 
service in Room 113. Taught by Pastor Annette Kakimoto 
and our Vice Moderator Stan Terasaki. Contact the 
church office. 

� Office Closed November 22 & 23 for Thanksgiving 
� EPIC College-age Ministry Event 

Friday, November 23, 1:00 — 5:00 p.m. Thanksgiving 
games. Contact Chris Koga, chris@gvbc.net. 

� New GVBC Workshop: Bread for the Journey 

Sunday, November 25, Room 119. Same workshop 
offered twice: (1) during first service, and (2) during 
second service. This is a workshop offered by Pastor 
Annette Kakimoto on resources available to help you 
study the Bible and learn more about God’s Word. 

� Work Day & Christmas Decorating 

Saturdays of  December 1 & 15. On December 1 we 
will have our monthly Work Day and also decorate the 
Sanctuary, Community Hall, and Narthex with garland 
and Christmas trees. On December 15 we will put 
poinsettias in the Community Hall and Sanctuary. Sign 
up by f illing out the f lyer in the Narthex counter and put 
it in the Registration Box. 
Saturday, December 1. Help keep our campus in good 
shape and also decorate it for Christmas holidays. 

� Classes Offered at GVBC 

Sunday, December 9, 12:30 — 4:30 p.m. 
�101 Class, Membership and Baptism, high school 
age and up. For those seeking information about 
GVBC and who would like to become a member 
and/or be baptized.  
�201 Class, Discovering Spiritual Maturity. Designed 
to help you develop spiritual maturity (prerequisite 101 
Class). 
A light lunch is provided before each class. Register by 
checking off  the appropriate box on the back of your 
Connection form or contact Jan Magnani, ext. 0 or e-
mail her at: gvbc@gvbc.net [Class number in the 
subject line]. 

� Nichigo Bilingual Christmas Celebration 

Saturday, December 15, 5:30 p.m. (doors open at  
5:00 p.m.), Community Hall. The target group is young 
Japanese speaking college students and young adults. 
All are invited. The December 8 bilingual worship service 
is cancelled. Contact Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, 
eiji@gvbc.net. 

� M.O.M. (Mexico Outreach Short-term Missions) 

Leave GVBC on Friday, December 21 at 2:00 p.m. 
return Sunday, December 23, approximately 11 pm. 
[NOTE: Date change. A U.S. passport is required. 
Spanish is helpful, but not required]. Have you ever 
tried taking a cold shower without soap or shampoo?  
Try it sometime and you will know why we are 
collecting soap and shampoo samples all year long for 
the Mexico Missions' trips. If  you stay in a hotel and 
are able to donate your extra soap and shampoo, 

please bring them to the church office and label with 
“Teresa Matsushima.”  Place it next to Jan's desk. 
Thanks. God bless. Teresa Matsushima at 
treesaw47@gmail.com. 

� Christmas Sunday 

Sunday, December 23. Bring your Advent Conspiracy 
boxes to give your offering to the Lord by coming 
forward and putting your box on the communion table. 
Please convert your coins to checks, if  possible. 
[Checks payable to GVBC with “AC” in the memo line.] 

� English Baptism Sunday 

Sunday, December 30. Both worship services at    
8:45 & 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary [pre-requisite 101 
Class]. Contact church off ice. 

� Christmas Eve Service 

Monday, December 24, 6:00 p.m. family service,  
11:00 p.m. candlelight service, Community Hall. 

� Office Closed Tuesday, December 25 Christmas Day 

and Wednesday, December 26. 
~~ 2013 ~~ 

� PrimeTimer’s Imperial Valley Tour 

February 5 - 6, Tracing the History of  Japanese 

Americans in the Imperial Valley. Cost: $283 per 

person (double), $358 (single), includes gratuities. 

DEADLINE: Sunday, December 30 (make checks 

payable to GVBC with Imperial Tour in subject line). 

Prices based on 19-29 passengers. If  we get more 

than 29, rate will be less per person. For more info or 

to register, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi. 

We are collecting during the months of November 
through December for the City of Gardena Food 
Pantry. 

Please leave your donated items in the brown box in the 

Narthex. A complete list of most needed items is 

available on the Narthex counter. 

PLEASE WATCH EXPIRATION DATES! 

We also are accepting checks (made out to 
GVBC with Food Pantry in memo line) or cash. 

All-Church Christmas Potluck 
Sunday, December 2, 5:00 p.m., Community Hall.          
Please bring (last name begins with): 
 

� A — P   main dish AND side dish (such as, rice,            

  noodles, veggies or salad) 
� Q — Z   main dish AND dessert 

 
If you come alone, bring only ONE dish listed by the letter of 
your last name (example: main dish or side dish or dessert). 
Bring your potluck dishes in disposable containers. If you bring 
containers you want returned, LABEL each part of your 
container (top & bottom) as well as any serving utensils.  
 
Entertainment will be geared toward families. 
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Issue 20 will be uploaded to the website on Wednesday, December 5. 
Hard copies will then be available in the Narthex and Community Hall. 
All articles should be submitted by Sunday, December 2. 
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Donations and Flowers given in honor or loving memory 

FROM    IN LOVING HONOR or MEMORY OF 
Mary Maeda   Mike Maeda 
Kawanami Family  Ruth Ono 
Borba Family   Kevin Borba 
Emiko Takusagawa  Hiro Takusagawa 
Merrick Yoshida, and 
     Jodie & Voltaire Rivera Wallis Yoshida 
Margaret Chomori  Bill Chomori 
Paul & Patsy Hasegawa  Sumio Hirano 
Judith Nagatoshi  Sumio Hirano 
Monetary donations given in honor or memory of  loved ones go into the College Scholarship 
Fund, unless specif ied. 
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Steve Langley , Senior Pastor, ex t. 0 

James Chang , Assis tan t Pasto r — Wo rship, ex t. 682 

Annette Kakimo to, Assis tant Pastor  —  

Leadership Developmen t, ex t. 680 

Eiji Osato , Associate Pastor  — Nichigo , ext. 676 

Chri s Koga, Assistant Pastor—College, ex t. 685 (pt)   

Daniel Matsuda, Associate Pastor  — Youth, ex t. 681 

Layne Wakuta, Pasto ral In tern  — Middle School,ex t.684  

Susan Wakuta — Elementary  Children ’s Di rector, ex t. 689 

Linda Matsuda — Direc tor  Early  Childhood, ext. 683 (pt)  

J.J . Frey, Worship  Coordinato r (pt)  

Wendy Nakano, Offi ce Manager , ext. 672 

Peggy Kushigemachi, Financial Assis tan t, ext. 675  

Jan  Magnani, Secretary, ex t. 671 

Rei  Abe, Nichigo  Secretary , ex t. 677 (pt)  

Aubrey  Matsunami, Chris tian Educ. Secretary , ext. 678 (pt)  

Susie Shelley, Newsletter Editor  ex t. 673 (pt)  

Kevin Hatashi ta, Main tenance Asst. ( pt)  

Socorro  “Coco” Kagawa, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

Kevin Maeda, Main tenance Ass t. (pt)  

Gerald  Mayewaki, Main tenance Asst. (pt)  

Andrew Sunada, Maintenance Ass t. (pt)  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

�Morning Worship @ 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. 

�Nichigo  Japanese-speaking Service@10:45am Sanctuary  
 

NOTE: Both English services in the Community Hall 
Sunday, November 25 

Pastor Chris Koga ~College Age Sunday 
 

New Series: THIS Changes Everything 
 

First Sunday of Advent, December 2/Communion 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ HOPE Changes Everything  

 

Second Sunday of Advent, December 9 
Pastor Chris Koga ~ JOY Changes Everything 

 

Third Sunday of Advent, December 16 
Pastor Daniel Matsuda ~ PEACE Changes Everything 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 23 
Pastor Steve Langley ~ LOVE Changes Everything 

 

English-speaking children’s Sunday school runs 
concurrent with the Worship Services. Nichigo children’s 
Sunday school 9:30am, Room 206. 


